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THE PONCA PLAYHOUSE PROUDLY PRESENTS:

A Year With
Frog and Toad

Music by Book & Lyrics by
ROBERT REALE WILLIE REALE

Based on the books by ARNOLD LOBEL

Originally presented on Broadway by
Bob Boyett, Adrianne Lobel, Michael Gardner,
Lawrence Horowitz, and Roy Furman

World Premiere at The Children’s Theatre Company
Minneapolis, Minnesota

A Year With Frog and Toad is presented through special
arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). All
authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
www.mtishows.com

This show is also made possible in part by a grant
from the Oklahoma Arts Council.

The Ponca Playhouse is
proud to welcome ‘

American Trades Contracting
as a Full Season Sponsor for ‘
our 67th season! AMERIC AN

CONTRACTING

Thank you for supporting live theatre in our community!




DIRECTOR’S NOTES:

Welcome to the Ponca Playhouse and A Year with Frog and Toad!

For me, this show is a homecoming of the heart. I first played the role of
Toad several years ago at Northern Oklahoma College, and I fell completely in
love with the gentle humor, quiet wisdom, and profound kindness of Arnold
Lobel’s world. To now have the chance to both direct this story and step back
into Toad’s comfortable coat has been an absolute joy.

My greatest privilege has been working alongside this talented cast and
crew, these wonderful friends, to bring these beloved characters back to life on
the Playhouse stage. Their dedication, creativity, and spirit have made every
rehearsal a gift.

In a world that often seems designed to pull us apart, theater like A Year
With Frog and Toad reminds us of the simple, enduring things that bring us
together: friendship, patience, and shared laughter. Thank you, sincerely, for
being part of our audience tonight. By sharing this story with us, you com-
plete the circle. My deepest thanks to this incredible cast, our brilliant crew,
and every single person who helped build this beautiful production. Now, let’s
enjoy a year in the lives of two best friends. With gratitude,

~Ryan Brown
Director, Frog & Toad

OUR VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO:

NORTHERN OKLAHOMA COLLEGE
COWLEY COLLEGE
MELODIE PARMAN

NATHAN OESTERLE

AMAZING GRAZE




CAST OF CHARACTERS:

B RO G . .. e Chris Schelp
TO A DD e e e Ryan Brown
BIRD /TURTLE /SQUIRREL/MOTHER FROG/MOLE...........ccccviiiinnnnnn.. Meghann Borum
BIRD/MOUSE /SQUIRREL/YOUNG FROG/MOLE............ccociviiiiiiiiiiininienne. Taryn Pruett
BIRD/SNAIL/LIZARD /FATHER FROG.......ccitiiiiiiiiii e Thomas Rowell
BEHIND THE SCENES:

D3 o(Te o) ol PP Ryan Brown
ProducCers .....cooieiniii i Kelly Riddle & Jake Arington
MUSIC DITECHION. et e eaes Chris Schelp
(01 aTo) gelo 24 = 1 o) o 1= U O Cara Kem
Rehearsal Stage Manager. .. ..o.eeu it eaeaes Blake Brown
Production Stage Manager.......o.eeiuiniiiieiii e Katy Sullivan
Production DeSig ....couiuiiiiiiiiiie e Emily Rose Parman
Lighting DeSigm. ..ttt e Cameron Smith
RUNNING CreW. . ..o e Amberlynn Kelly, Caden Coffey,

J.P. Mays, Forest Noelle-Bailey
D STl o T PPN Emily Rose Parman & Stacey Richard
Light Board Operator ......oueeuieiiii it eaes Katy Sullivan
Sound Board OPerator ....oo.iiiiieiiiiie e e Blake Brown
Set Construction & Painting .................... Ryan Brown, Chad Anderson, Nathan Oesterle,

John Kuhlmann, Blake Brown, Jacob Bogle, Chris Schelp, Meghann Borum,
Taryn Pruett, Thomas Rowell, Amberlynn Kelly, Katy Sullivan, Forest Noelle-Bailey

Programm. ..o s Meghann Borum

SOMETHING SPECIAL
HAPPENS WHEN CREATIVE
PEOPLE GET TOGETHER.

MyMediaMatters.com

E,! % We specialize in advertising, web
:‘*, design & other similar shenanigans.
57

We also make a pretty cool magazine

ks J’E

that | hope you check out.




MUSICAL NUMBERS:

Act One:
“A Year With Frog and Toad”........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Frog, Toad, Birds
B 03 550 ¥ PP Frog, Toad
S TTeTe E PP Toad
B N s L 7 o i Snail
“Getta Load of Toad”........ooiiniiiiiiiiii e Frog, Toad, Turtle, Mouse, Lizard
“Underwater Ballet”.....cc.ooiiiiiiii i Turtle, Mouse, Lizard
10721 10 0 150 PP Frog
i N o T T 1 2 A PP Snail
B 6700 ) < (S AP Frog, Toad, Birds

~There will be one 20-minute intermission~
Please visit the lobby Concession Stand for cookies, drinks & more!

Act Two:

I N o TSI G L S Frog, Toad, Birds
“Leaves: A Year With Frog and Toad Reprise”........ccoiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Birds
“HEIL NevVer KIOW ... ittt ittt e e et e eeneeens Frog, Toad, Squirrels
S NIVETS” . ettt Young Frog, Father Frog, Mother Frog,

Large and Terrible Frog, Frog, Toad
SNOW Balllt”. .. e e e Mouse
N o TS 1S i (S G O PPN Snail
“DowWn The Hill .. ..o et e e eeas Frog, Toad, Moles, Snail
“I'm Coming Out of My Shell”. ... e Snail
“Toad To the ReSCUE™ . ....ooi i e et Toad, Birds
“Merry Almost Christmas”. . .co.oiiiiii e, Frog, Toad, Birds

“Finale: A Year With Frog and Toad”.........cccouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieea Frog, Toad, Birds




Edwardjoneé Accounting and Business Services

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
Tinancial Advisors: Joe Alcott, Gene [Lines,
Mary Maddux, Jodi Cline, Judy Eckholt & Sariah Telsma

Visit ns at www._adwardjones.com

& John F. Kramer, CPA
== - 580-767-1040 fax 580-767-1041

222 E.Grand A , Suite 200
CHEROKEE STRIP Ponca it, OK 74601

CREDIT UNION johnfkramer@cpa.com

Y \ Y06 ARE THE ONE
THAT MEANS SO
MUCH TO US!

=

We sell c‘"lﬂ service all makes and mmlels'
ONLY locally owned & operated new car dealership in Ponca City!

BZEBW@EE@H

Dr. William A. Stuever r Dr. Kelly C. Campbell
Optometrist Optometrist

rCIIII“, ViSIUII dil ¢
of PONCA CITY

Find us on Facebook at Family Vision Care Ponca City
Call or text! (680) 762-5700 Visit FVCPC.info for online appointments!




PONCA CITY

Habitat

for Humanity.
ReStore

Building homes. Building hope.

HOME PROJECTS?

Come by the Habitat ReStore of
Ponca City to check out all our
supplies!

Home décor, Paint, Tools, Hardware,
Furniture, and so much more!

Business Hours:
Wednesday thru Saturday 9 am-2 pm

1401 N. 7th, Ponca City, OK 74601
Phone 580-765-2974

N
WHITEFIELD FAMILY \’

DENTISTRY

Ponca Playhouse Special
$125 cleaning

Bring in your program,
receive an exam, cleaning,
and x-rays for $125!

5810=7672 562
1318 N B Bk, Sue 2
Rloinc atClity, OK 74601

AMAZING GRAZE

COOKIES & CHARCUTERIE

Cookies for A Year With Frog and Toad were
proudly provided by Amazing Graze.

Homemade cookies, cupcakes, and charcuterie
for any occasion!

Located at 1904 Jane St. in Ponca City.

(‘,4/ \)9
[o
4 MPIONSHIP pARe®

SINCE 1986
Family owned & operated...
A Ponca City institution since 1986!

580-767-8304
Monday - Saturday  11:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M.




CAST BIOGRAPHIES

Chris Schelp (Frog) Chris was most recently seen onstage in last year’s
production of Youre A Good Man, Charlie Brown! Previous Playhouse
appearances include Rumors, One Man, Two Guvnors, Man of La Mancha, The
Sound of Music, The 39 Steps, Lend Me a Tenor, The Pirates of Penzance, and
Bell, Book & Candle. Some of his favorite roles include Professor Harold Hill
in The Music Man, Captain Von Trapp in The Sound of Music and Hal in
Proof. Chris grew up in Prairietown, IL (exactly as big as it sounds) and
enjoys playing the organ, golf, and air guitar. He claims Blue Bell’s Southern
Blackberry Cobbler Ice Cream is “just about the greatest ice cream ever.”
Mr. Schelp is the Director of Music at First Lutheran Church of Ponca City.
“Thanks to Ryan and all of the cast and crew for letting me join you in
bringing this wonderfully fun show to life!”

Ryan Brown (Toad) is a veteran of the Ponca Playhouse and last appeared
on our stage as Felix Ungar in The Odd Couple. Some of Ryan’s favorite
roles include Vanya (Life Sucks.), Buddy Layman (The Diviners), Igor (Young
Frankenstein), Freddy Benson (Dirty Rotten Scoundrels), William Barfée (The
25th Annual...Bee) and Willy Loman (Death of a Salesman). Ryan has
previously directed several Ponca Playhouse productions including Man of]
La Mancha, Misery, and Sunday In the Park With George. Some of Ryan’s
other acting experience includes Marcellus Washburn (CLOC), Beadle
Bamford (CLOC), Herr Schultz (CLOC), Uncle Fester (NOC), Toad (NOC),
Amos Hart (UCO), Sancho Panza (UCO), and The Baker (Roxy's Downtown).
Ryan would like to thank the Board of Directors and this incredible cast for being such an
amazing family.

Meghann Borum (Ensemble) has been active at the Playhouse since
2006 when she first appeared as Babe in The Pajama Game, but was most
recently on the Playhouse stage as Pickles in last season’s Life Sucks. She
also appeared last year as Princess Dragomiroff in Murder on the Orient
Express at Cowley College, where she also works as Costume Designer
and Shop Manager. Other Playhouse appearances include: The Tempest,
The Revolutionists, Sense & Sensibility, Proof, Hide and Seek, Laura,
Stardust Melodies, and Lydie Marland in the Afterlife. ~She has also
appeared at Cowley College in Cinderella, and as Lady Bracknell in The
Importance of Being Earnest. Ms. Borum attended Cowley College & the
University of Kansas. She lives in Arkansas City with her husband,
Jimmy, & children Emmett & Moriah. “All my heart to Melodie, the monkeys and my girls: E, A,
A, T, & J. Love you forever." Upcoming: Ms. Borum will be directing the hit musical Mamma Mia!
for the Playhouse later this year!

Taryn Pruett (Ensemble) returns again to the Playhouse stage just off her |
appearance as Irene Adler & others in Ms. Holmes & Ms. Watson — Apt. 2B.
Ms. Pruett frequently contributes her talents as scenic painter for the [
Playhouse (Forever Plaid, The Producers, The Revolutionists, The|
Shawshank Redemption) in addition to appearing onstage. Some of her
favorite roles include Rona Lisa Peretti in The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee, Aldonza in Man of La Mancha (Ponca Playhouse), Honey in
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Wolff (Ponca Playhouse), Gilly in Bell Book &
Candle (Ponca Playhouse), Fiona in Shrek the Musical (NOC Tonkawa),
Percy Talbott in The Spitfire Grill (NOC Tonkawa), and Abigail Williams in
The Crucible (Ponca Playhouse). Taryn spent 3 years at NOC, worked for Dlsney World in Florida,




then came back to Ponca City in 2020 and has been working as a 911 Dispatcher since. She
would like to thank Ryan Brown for giving her this opportunity, and her friends and family for

their constant support.

Thomas Rowell (Ensemble) most recently appeared as John Barrymore in
last season’s I Hate Hamlet. At the Playhouse Mr. Rowell has also appeared
in The Little Prince, Low Pay? Don’t Pay!, Mr. Burns: A Post-Electric Play,
The Producers, The Shawshank Redemption, Fools, and Sense & Sensibility.
Thomas was born and raised in Ponca City and first fell in love with theatre
when he played Leon Steponovich Tolchinsky in the Playhouse production of
Fools by Neil Simon. A barista by day, he loves to learn and experience new
things as much as he can. Outside the theatre, Thomas enjoys photography,

good coffee, explormg nature, tabletop gaming, and traveling with friends. “Thanks to Ryan for
this amazing experience and the patrons for their support of local theater.”

AUDITION NO T1CE -

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE'S

O77LECr

Performances: March 20-22 & 27-29, 2026

Open Auditions for Romeo & Juliet
directed by Emily Rose Parman

Monday, January 26th @ 6:30 p.m.
& Tuesday, January 27th @6:30 p.m.

Roles available for: 3 Women, 5 Men
5-10 Open Casting
(either women or men for a variety of roles)

This production will include roles of many sizes.
Please do not be intimidated by the need to speak
Shakespeare. Ensemble roles will include
Stage Combat and require strong physicality
and movement.

Scan here to sign up




The Playhouse honors the individuals and
contributors listed below for their generous
contributions ofat least $100 over and above

the cost of a 2025-2026 scason ticket price.

Producer ( $1100 or more):

Michelle Bailey Andrea Mooney

Director ($700 or more):

Brian & Ruslyn Hermanson Karen Mason

Stage Manager (8400 or more):

Royce and Kathy Caldron Jose¢ & Marlys Cervantes

Star ($300 or more):
Rick & Ginny Manderfield

Chorus (8200 or more):

Martha Brandenburg Rhonda Cobb Stephen & Jennifer Hoak
Rod & Delaine Kutz Ardeth Mason Gary & Lucy Nelson
Homer & Barbara Nicholson Tara Tyler Cynthia Winterrowd

Playhouse Pioneers

Don* & Sandy Bishop Tom & Linda Cowley Elard Haden*
Richard* and Joan Jones  JoAnn Muchmore* Leslie Rardin
Pete Shields* Jenny Slade*

*deceased
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AMERICANTRADES

CONTRACTING

THE SKILLED WORKFORCE THAT IS BUILDING AMERICA
WWW.AMERICANTRADES.US
TEXAS | OKLAHOMA | KANSAS | ARKANSAS | LOUISIANA | FLORIDA | MISSISSIPPI | ARIZONA | NEW MEXICO | NEVADA
GEORGIA | NORTH CAROLINA | ALABAMA | COLORADO

American Trades is delighted to have the opportunity to sponsor and support The Ponca Playhouse!
The Ponca Playhouse has been a premier leader in the arts and has been bringing the community
together since 1959, filling an essential role in enriching Ponca City’s cultural scene.

American Trades, a Nationwide Industrial Skilled Trades Firm with locations
across the nation, was founded in Dallas, Texas by its President/CEQO, Josh
Stevens. Josh attended Woodlands Elementary, East Jr High and Po-Hi.

=

American Trades’ Keith Stevens serves as the Company’s Regional VP in charge
of Operations in Oklahoma, Kansas, Arkansas and Colorado.
Keith attended Woodlands Elementary, East Jr High and Po-Hi.

rthouse Will Present
3 Men on a Horse
As a tribute of our love and appreciation, we
extend a much-deserved special recognition to the
mother of Josh Stevens and Keith Stevens, serving
as a current Board member for the Ponca Playhouse,
Ponca City’s own Karen “Stevens” Mason.
| Karen found “her place and her passion” (other than
her two sons) after she began her journey with the
Ponca Playhouse in 1982 with her Debut in
3 Men on a Horse. Now, 42 years later, she remains
dedicated to “her place and her passion,”
The Ponca Playhouse in Ponca City, Oklahoma.
Forever Our Hometown!

We would also like to thank the rest of the current Ponca Playhouse Board Members (some of whom are very
familiar to our family) for contributing part of their most valuable resources for their community, their time and
talents: Meghann Borum, Ryan Brown, Todd Stuart, Jake Arington, Tamara Campbell, Brian Hermanson, Kelly

Riddle, Dolley Roland, Michelle Bailey, Sara Buffalohead-Bell and Stacie Snyder.




PONCA PLAYHOUSE"

6 7SEASON

’lhe Odd Couple

by Neil Simon
Directed by Lance Garrett

September 12-14 & 19-21, 2025 MS. HOI MES &
MS. WAT'SON - APT. 7B

By Kate Hamill

Cheerfully desecrating the stories of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
Directed by Nathan Oesterle
November 14-16 & 21-23, 2025

Book & Lyrics by Willie Reale, Music by Robert Reale M&M gaée$ea¢e g

Based or the books by Arrold Lobel
Directed by Ryan Brown 0 M E 0
January 16-18 & 23-25, 2026
MAMMA MIA!  orccsorim o arma

MUSIC AND LYRICS BY March 20-22 & 27-29, 2026 /’
|

BENNY ANDERSSON
BJORN ULVAES

AND SOME SONGS WITH STIG ANDERSON

Book BY CATHERINE JOHNSON
ORIGINALLY cONCEIVED BY JUDY CRAYMER

Directed by Meghann Borum
May 22-24 & 29-31, 2026

SEASON MEMBERSHIPS NOW AVAILABLE AT OUR BOX OFFICE
OR WWW.PONCAPLAYHOUSE.COM




