


T h e  P o n c a  P l ay h o u s e  P r o u d ly  P r e s e n t s :  

 

William Shakespeare’s  

Romeo & Juliet 
 
 

T h i s  s h o w  i s  a l s o  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  i n  p a r t  b y  a  g r a n t   

f r o m  t h e  O k l a h o m a  A r t s  C o u n c i l .  

The Ponca Playhouse is  
proud to welcome  

American Trades Contracting 
as a Full Season Sponsor for  

our 67th season! 

Thank you for supporting live theatre in our community! 
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NORTHERN OKLAHOMA COLLEGE 
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THE PONCAN THEATRE 

MELODIE PARMAN 

AMAZING GRAZE 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RE-STORE, PONCA CITY 



Welcome to the Ponca Playhouse! We’re so glad you could join us for this production of Shakespeare’s 
classic tragedy, Romeo & Juliet. 

This is my third time working on a production of Romeo and Juliet, but my first as director. My first 
was as the assistant costume designer of a version that saw Romeo as a United States Marine, and Juliet 
a young woman in a tightly controlled Afghani family. My second, I was the head costume designer.  
Romeo was an Irish-Catholic from the Southie neighborhood in Boston, and Juliet from a well to do  
Italian Family.  

Both were performed by the same theatre company and in the same space, at the Soldiers and  
Sailors monument in Riverside Park on the Upper West Side of Manhattan. This stunning stone  
monument and its adjacent amphitheater were my theatrical home over the course of 10 summers of 
non-stop Shakespeare and other classical works with Hudson Warehouse (Now Hudson Classical  
Theatre.) The monument itself is a memorial to those who served in the American Civil War, but in my 
time there it also served as the battlefields of Hastings and Agincourt, Shrewsbury, and Bosworth Field.  

The one constant in these Shakespearean battles was the monument itself. Hudson was a scrappy 
company, and we used our environment as our setting. It always struck me as interesting that this  
simple stone pillar could work for any war we waged, in any time period. It’s something we don’t  
often see in America, but as the great comedian, Suzy Izzard once observed: “Europe: Where the History 
Is!” 

As I began to plan this production, I of course looked at many photographs and videos of Verona,  
Italy, a city that was originally founded as a Roman colony in the first century BC. I was struck by the 
realization that to this very day you can walk those streets and find yourself in front of the buildings  
referenced in this play. Parts of the Piazza del Erbe are essentially unchanged from the time of Romeo 
and Juliet’s writing, and indeed the time of the real Medieval families that inspired it. Verona has become 
synonymous with Romeo and Juliet, with its own monuments to the fictionalized versions of these  
timeless characters. I wanted to honor what the world has come to view as the “greatest love story ever 
told,” while also examining and being true to what I see as the actual central structure of the story:  
its violence.  

To that end, I chose to place our adaptation in July, 1938. This puts us well within the reign of  
Mussolini and the Italian Fascist Party, but just a few months prior to his first official visit to Verona. 
While the battles that you will witness in this performance aren’t military in nature, they take place 
against the backdrop of a divided society, with families pitted against each other for reasons they may 
not even fully understand. The people of our play are not directly engaged in a war, but they are living 
under the threat of a changing world order, a government that relishes division, and a local feud that 
brings the conflict into visceral proximity. Neighbors, merchants, clergy, children… everyone in this  
community is affected by the hatred and violence in the streets. The summer heat is stifling, tempers are 
flaring, and patience is waning. Sooner or later, someone will die. The smallest spark will light the fuse of 
our story.  

To help portray that violence, I was thrilled to be able to finally bring the full talents of fight director 
Nathan Oesterle to the Playhouse. While Nathan has created many fights for the Playhouse previously, 
this is our first time getting to see the full force of his specialty in historical martial combat realized in a 
large group setting. Some of the fights are brutal, but that is the reality of these characters. They have 
lived at the edge of a cliff for too long, and now they are tipping over it. 

In the midst of such vitriol and hate, we see two young people determined to choose a different path. 
They dare to challenge expectations. To choose each other. To choose joy. To choose love. They fail to  
escape the violence around them only because those who should help them will not listen, will not take a 
longer view of their lives and the possibilities that could come with a different choice. But love still wins. 
At last, the tragedy of their deaths and the knowledge of their love ends the violence. Love still wins.  
        

         ~Emily Rose Parman    

Director’s Notes: 



 

CAST OF CHARACTERS: 
The Montagues: 

ROMEO…………………………………..…………………………………………..……… Caden Coffey 

LORD MONTAGUE, his father………………………………………………………….. Blake Brown 

LADY MONTAGUE, his mother……………………………………………………. Tamara Campbell 

BENVOLIO, their kinsman………………………………………………………. Forest Noelle-Bailey 

ABRAM, a Montague servant…………………………………………………………… Carli Arington 

BALTHASAR, Romeo’s servant………………………………………………………… Moriah Borum 

The Capulets:  

JULIET………………………………………….………………….……….…………... Amberlynn Kelly 

LORD CAPULET, her father………………………………………………………………. Ryan Brown 

LADY CAPULET, her mother………………………………………………………... Meghann Borum 

NURSE to Juliet…………………………………………………………………….. Jennie Hinterreiter 

TYBALT, kinsman to the Capulets……………………………………………………. Jake Arington 

SAMPSON, a Capulet servant……………………………………………………………. Taryn Pruett 

GREGORY, a Capulet servant………………………………………………….. Echo Prewitt-Brazell 

PETER, a Capulet servant………………………………………………………………. Stacie Snyder 

Citizens of Verona:  

ESCALUS, PRINCE of Verona……………………………………………………………… Sam Stuart 

PARIS, the Prince’s kinsman and Juliet’s suitor…………………………………………. Kyle Alan 

MERCUTIO, the Prince’s kinsman and Romeo’s friend……………………….. Nathan Oesterle 

FRIAR LAURENCE……………………………………………………………………….. Jared McGuire 

ENSEMBLE……………... Shelby Baker, Aliya Fronko, Rosie Mandala, Kupcake Wilmovsky 

Meet the Director: 
Emily Rose Parman is a New York and Kansas based director, actor, and 

costume designer. She is thrilled to be back at the Playhouse after directing 
last season’s Life Sucks. Other previous Playhouse productions include  

The Tempest, Lauren Gunderson's The Revolutionists, Stephen Karam’s The 
Humans, Kate Hamill’s Sense & Sensibility and Arthur Miller's The Crucible. 

Ms. Parman’s work has also been seen locally at the Northern Oklahoma  
College where she has directed Kate Hamill’s adaptation of Pride &  
Prejudice, PUFFS... by Matt Cox,  Chekhov’s Three Sisters, and Sarah 
Ruhl’s Eurydice. Further Directing credits include: Parlor Tricks by Charlotte 

Lang-Bush (Fresh Fruit Festival, festival award winner), Generation (Laz)Y by 
Ashley Rogers (The TANK NYC), The Triumph of Love by Marivaux, and Middleton &  
Dekker's The Roaring Girl (Hudson Warehouse), The Young Ladies..., þæt wæs gōd cyning, 

and the inaugural year of the Cocktails and Classics Reading Festival (Turn to Flesh 
Prod.), Baggage (Cantiamo Opera), Sarah Ruhl's Eurydice, and Susan Griffin's Voices (Brown 

Center Theatre). Ms. Parman is also a prolific costume designer, and three time nominee for 
the New York Innovative Theatre Award for Outstanding Costume Design. Ms. Parman holds 
an AA in Theater from Cowley College, and a degree in Musical Theatre Performance from the 

American Musical and Dramatic Academy. Undying love and thanks to NLO.  

www.emilyroseparman.com  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.emilyroseparman.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0YsZhy3UdEmnCUM1a4sicLVq7dg0on89ddN7j7aICDYvsCP06sgmtK9Rs&h=AT3kvuuB17nvytRgB8XjNQMZpxgnryS-BdMtBGEZOyVWcA8-7EopqoZCD42MwSe3nuHIxRl8IW4Am07OC-8APFSqQDpnkSE5fxuLQfJcOSIRvuvkV


 SETTING: 

July, 1938 

Verona, Italy & later Mantua, Italy 
 

~There will be one 15-minute intermission~ 

Please visit the lobby Concession Stand for cookies, drinks & more! 
 

*This production contains violence and depictions of suicide, swords, daggers, 

poison, stage blood, and gunshot sound effects. Please be advised. 

 BEHIND THE SCENES: 

Director ……………………...……………………………….…………………… Emily Rose Parman 

Producers ………………………………………………………….…………………………. Ryan Brown 

Stage Manager...………………………………………………………………………….….... Jess Trout  

Production Design ……………………………...……………………………...… Emily Rose Parman 

Lighting Design…………………………………………………………...……………. Nathan Oesterle 

Sound Design……………………………………………… Nathan Oesterle & Emily Rose Parman 

Light Board Operator…………………………………………………………..…... Sarah Sutherland 

Sound Board Operator ……………………………………………………….……………… Jess Trout 

Set Construction……………..……………... Nathan Oesterle, Blake Brown, Meghann Borum,  

 Amberlynn Kelly, Jared McGuire, Caden Coffey, Forest Noelle-Bailey, Sam Stuart, 

 Kupcake Wilmovsky, Emmett Borum, Moriah Borum, Stella McGuire, Stacie Snyder, 

 Jennie Hinterreiter, Ryan Brown, Daniel Davis 

Scenic Painting………………………………………………….….. Kaycee Schulte, Hannah Breen,  

 Sarah Sutherland, Meghann Borum, Kyle Mears, Jennie Hinterreiter 

Program………………………………………………………………………………….. Meghann Borum 

Lobby Manager……………………………………………………………………………….. Kelly Riddle 

Lobby Art Curator…………………………………………………………………….. Marlys Cervantes 

Emotional Support Pup………………………………………………………………... Sunny Oesterle 



Dr. William A. Stuever  

Optometrist  

Dr. Kelly C. Campbell  

Optometrist  

Find us on Facebook at Family Vision Care Ponca City  

Call or text! (580) 762 -5700  Visit FVCPC.info for online appointments!  
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Family owned & operatedé 

A Ponca City institution since 1986!  

580-767-8304 

Monday - Saturday      11:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M.  

 

Survivor Resource Network, Inc.  
empowers individuals, educates the  
community and advocates for justice  

to end domestic violence, sexual  

assault, and child abuse.  

Call: (580) 762-2873  

Text Line: (580) 352-4255 

www.survivorresourcenetwork.org 

Contact Survivor Resource Network (SRN)  

anytime, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Our 
advocates help callers plan for their safety, 

schedule counseling or other services, and  
provide information to people in crisis. All  

survivor services are free & 100% confidential.  



 

CAST BIOGRAPHIES 
Amberlynn Kelly (Juliet) is excited to 

be back on the Playhouse stage for her 

first ever Shakespeare show! She has 
most recently been seen as Rona  

Peretti in The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee (Cowley Summer 

Theatre), as well as Justice Charlier in 

Rock of Ages, Bea in Something Rotten!, 
and Lizzy Bennet in Pride and  

Prejudice, all with Northern Oklahoma College.  Amber 

would like to thank Nathan, Emily, Meghann, and 
Jess for all of their hard work on this production. She 

would also like to thank her family and friends for  

everything they have done for her. She hopes you all 

enjoy the show! 

 

Ryan Brown (Lord Capulet) is a veter-

an of the Ponca Playhouse and last 

appeared on our stage as Toad in A 
Year With Frog & Toad, which he also 

directed. Some of Ryan’s  favorite roles 

include Vanya (Life Sucks.), Buddy 

Layman (The Diviners), Igor (Young 
Frankenstein), Freddy Benson (Dirty 

Rotten Scoundrels), William Barfée (The 25th Annual…
Bee) and Willy Loman (Death of a Salesman). Ryan has 

directed several Ponca Playhouse productions includ-

ing Man of La Mancha, Misery, and Sunday In the Park 
With George. Some of Ryan’s other acting experience 

includes Marcellus Washburn (CLOC), Beadle  

Bamford (CLOC), Herr Schultz (CLOC), Uncle Fester 

(NOC), Toad (NOC), Amos Hart (UCO), Sancho Panza 

(UCO), and The Baker (Roxy's Downtown). Ryan would 

like to thank the Board of Directors and this  

incredible cast for being such an amazing family. 

 

Meghann Borum (Lady Capulet) has 

been active at the Playhouse since 

2006 when she first appeared as Babe 
in The Pajama Game, and was most 

recently on the Playhouse stage in  

A Year With Frog & Toad. Other  

Playhouse appearances include: Life 
Sucks., The Tempest, The Revolution-

ists, Sense & Sensibility, Proof, Laura, and Lydie  
Marland in the Afterlife.  She has also appeared at 
Cowley College in Murder On the Orient Express, and 

The Importance of Being Earnest. Ms. Borum attended 

the University of Kansas and Cowley College, where 

she now works as Costume Designer for the Visual & 

Performing Arts department. She lives in Arkansas 

City with her husband, Jimmy, & children Emmett & 

Moriah. “All my heart to Melodie, the monkeys and my 
girls: E, A, A, & J. Love you forever."  

 

 

Jennie Hinterreiter (Nurse) was 

most recently seen on the Playhouse 

stage as Marie Antoinette in The  
Revolutionists and we are so glad to 

have her back! Other Playhouse  

appearances include The Humans, 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time, Medea (Summer One 

Acts), Exit Laughing, High Society, Sense & Sensibility 
as Elinor Dashwood and in The Crucible as Elizabeth 

Proctor, two of her favorite roles.  Jennie lives in Pon-
ca City with her husband, Matthew and daughters 

Jane and Darcy. She gives a HUGE thank you to her 

family for supporting her and to this theater family 

that is always so encouraging. Jennie is also a past 

president of our Board of Directors! 
 

Jake Arington (Tybalt) returns after 
his hilarious turn as Oscar Madison 

in this season’s opener, The Odd  
Couple! His previous Playhouse  

appearances include Andrew Rally in 

I Hate Hamlet, Andy DuFresne in The 
Shawshank Redemption, Happy  
Loman in Death of a Salesman, and 

Willoughby in Sense & Sensibility.  
Jake has also appeared at Cowley College in John 
Proctor is the Villain, The Addams Family and James & 
The Giant Peach, and at Northern Oklahoma College 

as Nick Bottom in Something Rotten! Other credits in-

clude Firmin in The Phantom of the Opera, Frank But-

ler in Annie Get Your Gun, and Jack Kelly in Newsies! 

at the Poncan Theatre.  He would like to thank Emily 

for another incredible opportunity to perform and his 
wife, Carli, for her undying grace and patience 

throughout this process. 
 

Taryn Pruett (Sampson) returns 

again to the Playhouse stage just off 

her appearance in A Year With Frog & 
Toad! Irene Adler & others in Ms. 
Holmes & Ms. Watson – Apt. 2B. Ms. 

Pruett frequently contributes her  

talents as scenic painter for the Play-

house (Forever Plaid, The Producers, The Revolution-
ists, The Shawshank Redemption) in addition to ap-

pearing onstage. Favorite roles at the Playhouse in-

clude Rona Lisa Peretti in 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee, Aldonza in Man of La Mancha, Honey in 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Wolff, Abigail Williams in The 
Crucible and Gilly in Bell Book & Candle, as well as 

Fiona in Shrek the Musical and Percy Talbott in The 
Spitfire Grill, both at NOC Tonkawa. Taryn spent 3 

years at NOC, worked for Disney World in Florida, 

then came back to Ponca City in 2020 and has been 

working as a 911 Dispatcher since. She would like to 

thank Emily for giving her this opportunity, and her 
friends and family for their constant support. 



 Echo Prewitt-Brazell (Gregory) is 

making their Ponca Playhouse debut in 

this show, and we are excited to  
welcome them! Echo has previously 

appeared in Shakespeare's A Midsum-
mer Night's Dream and a myriad of 

short plays at Town & Gown's Annual 

Short Play Festival. They typically can 

be found working behind the scenes in 

Stillwater or probably curled up with 
their cats and an old movie musical. 

 

Stacie Snyder (Peter) most recently 

appeared in the ensemble of The  
Pirates of Penzance and is thrilled to 

return to our stage! Other recent  
Playhouse appearances include The 
Producers, The Humans, One Man, Two 
Gvvnors, Sense & Sensibility, Cocktails 
With Mimi, and Talking With… and Low 
Pay? Don’t Pay! Other performances 

include Pioneer Women, Miracle on 34th Street, War of 
the Worlds and It’s a Wonderful Life (all at PCTT), 
Freaky Friday, and Shrek the Musical (at NOC) as well 

as HMS Pinafore, The Taming of the Shrew and Eager-
heart at Southwestern College. Stacie is the mother of 

two awesome kids and active in her church’s choir and 

praise team. “Thank you to the cast and director for 

another great theatre experience! And to my family for 

understanding my need to have this creative outlet 
and fully supporting me in it.” 

 

Caden Coffey (Romeo) was most  

recently seen as Schroeder in You’re a 

Good Man Charlie Brown at the Ponca 

Playhouse and is happy to be back to 
play Romeo! Some other roles you’ve 

might’ve seen him in are Leaf  

Coneybear in The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee with Cowley  

Summer Theatre, Stacee Jaxx in Rock 
of Ages at Northern Oklahoma College, and Shake-
speare in Something Rotten at Northern Oklahoma Col-

lege. “I’m so excited for everyone to watch this show 

that we have all worked so hard on. Thank you to my 

family and friends for supporting me all through this 

journey. I’d like to thank Emily for being a big reason 

I’m still in theatre today and I’d also like to thank her 

for making me a better actor and human. I hope you 
all enjoy the show!” 
 

Blake Brown (Lord Montague) first ap-

peared on the Playhouse stage in our 

2014 production of Young Franken-
stein. He has appeared in many  

Playhouse shows since 2018, including 
The Odd Couple, I Hate Hamlet, The 
Little Prince, Sunday In the Park With 
George, The Producers, The Shawshank 

Redemption, Death of a Salesman, One 
Man, Two Guvnors, The Curious Incident of the Dog in 

the Night-Time, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The 39 
Steps, August: Osage County, and his favorite, Man of 
La Mancha, directed by his brother Ryan. "Theater is a 

place where you can leave the real world behind and 
escape for a few hours" Blake has said. He loves the 

Playhouse and its patrons for helping keep theatre 

alive in Ponca City 

Tamara Campbell (Lady Montague) 

was first on stage at the Ponca  

Playhouse in 2018 in August: Osage 
County and returned last year for I 
Hate Hamlet. In 2019, while working 

on Talking With… something wonder-

ful happened and she was offered a 

job that has changed her life in many 
ways; now she is very proud to be a 

part of Survivor Resource Network. Tamara is very 

pleased to be working with a director she has never 

worked with before. It is always a chance to learn 

something new. She would like to thank her husband, 
Sky, for all of his support during this time and for 

helping her rehearse her lines. Tamara says getting to 

play a character on stage is the best self-care; you get 

to be someone else and just have fun. Tamara is also a 

member of the Playhouse Board of directors, currently 

serving as Secretary. 
 

Forest Noelle-Bailey (Benvolio) is 

ecstatic to be returning to the Play-

house stage in their second show. 

She was last seen as the men in Ms. 

Holmes and Ms. Watson, Apt 2B. She 

was active in the Olympia, WA  

community theater scene before  
moving home to Oklahoma. Beyond 

performing, Forest has experience as 

a stage manager and a multitude of behind the scenes 

roles. She loves to bring her creativity to the stage 

through scenic painting and other projects, including 
the stained glass seen in this show! Forest is deeply 

grateful to Ponca Playhouse for the opportunity to  

return to the stage. She would also like to thank direc-

tor Emily Parman for all of her encouragement and 

teaching throughout the production, and her husband 

for joining her on the stage for the first time! “Enjoy 
the show, everyone!” 

 

Moriah Borum (Balthasar) has a  

passion for Shakespeare, previously 

appearing in The Tempest and  

The Taming of the Shrew. Elsewhere 

Moriah has appeared in school and 
church programs as well as All Shook 
Up! with Evans Academy of Perform-

ing Arts. Moriah lives in Arkansas 

City where they are an Honor Roll student who loves 

math and computer coding, and a self-proclaimed 

“Band Kid,” studying saxophone and piano. Moriah 

loves writing, books, and music, and is particularly 
fond of the family cats, Jack and Hoggle, her brother 

Emmett, chips and hummus, and their family. 



 

CAST BIOGRAPHIES 
Carli Arington (Abram) has been a 

part of many productions with NOC, 

Evans Children’s Academy, and the 
Ponca Playhouse. She was most  

recently seen on the Playhouse stage 

as Gwendolyn Pigeon in The Odd  
Couple and last season as Sonia in Life 
Sucks. Carli also appeared last  

summer as Scuttle in The Little  
Mermaid with Evans’ Theatre as well as other local 
appearances including: Anastasia (Dowager Empress), 

Newsies (Hannah) and Phantom of the Opera (Madame 

Giry), as well as Something Rotten!, Little Women 

(Marmee) and Eurydice (Eurydice) at NOC. Past  

Playhouse appearances include: Death of a Salesman, 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, and The 
Taming of the Shrew. Carli is extremely excited and 

honored to be playing at the Playhouse again and 

would like to thank God, her friends, family, and  

wonderful husband, Jake, for all of the constant love 
and support. 
 

Sam Stuart (Prince) most recently  

appeared on the Playhouse stage as 
Babs in last season’s production of Life 
Sucks. Other Playhouse appearances 

include: Misery, Sunday in the Park 
With George, Rumors, Death of a  
Salesman, Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf, The Humans, Bell, Book &  
Candle, Sense & Sensibility, Fools,  

Always a Bridesmaid, Blithe Spirit, Exit Laughing, 
Young Frankenstein, The Spitfire Grill, The Crucible, 

and August: Osage County. Elsewhere she has  

appeared in Hamlet (Gertrude), All’s Well That Ends 
Well (LaFew), The House of Bernarda Alba (Angustias), 

and Lend Me a Tenor (Diana). Sam has directed  

several productions for the Playhouse including Mr. 
Burns: A Post-Electric Play, The Shawshank Redemp-
tion, One Man, Two Guvnors, The 39 Steps, Duck 
Hunter Shoots Angel, Medea, Laura, and Lydie  
Marland in the Afterlife. Sam lives in Ponca City with 

her husband, Todd and son, Daniel. 
 

Kyle Alan (Paris) is making his Ponca 
Playhouse debut with this role. He is 

no stranger to the stage however,  

having appeared in other theatres  

doing shows such as Shakespeare's  

A Midsummer Night's Dream and Aga-

tha Christie's And Then There Were 
None. Kyle is also part of the Ponca City athletics  

family, serving as the radio play-by-play commentator 

for Po-Hi basketball and the color commentator for  

Po-Hi football. Kyle lives in Stillwater and would love 

to remind all of the audience members to say "Go 

Pokes" as he pursues a degree in sports media from 

Oklahoma State University. 

Nathan Oesterle (Mercutio) last  

appeared on the Playhouse stage as 

Dr. Aster in Life Sucks., with some 

very impressive push-ups we’re told! 
Outside the Playhouse, Nathan is the 

Technical Theater Director of  

Northern Oklahoma College in  

Tonkawa. Previous work includes 

Roxy’s Jekyll & Hyde and Two Gentle-
men of Verona, Forum’s Elf and 

Sweeney Todd, Cowley Summer Theatre’s Guys & 
Dolls, Southwestern College’s Spongebob The Musical 
and Sunday In the Park With George, Ponca  

Playhouse’s The Producers, The Taming of the Shrew, 

and The Tempest, New Bedford Festival’s Mamma Mia!, 
City Kid’s The Fantasticks, Hudson Warehouse’s The 
Three Musketeers, Henry V, Othello, and Girl Behind 

The Curtain’s All Aboard! He is also a talented sound 

and lighting designer, fight choreographer, and  
director, including Ms. Holmes & Ms. Watson – Apt. 
2B, I Hate Hamlet, and Death of a Salesman here at 

the Playhouse. Love to Emily.  

 

Jared McGuire (Friar Laurence)  
returns following his memorable turn 

as The Aviator in last season’s The 
Little Prince. Other appearances  

include The Tempest (Prospero) and 

as Paul Sheldon in the recent produc-

tion of Misery. A native of Arkansas 

City, Jared was active in theatre 
throughout his time at Ark City High 

School, Cowley College, and later at Sterling College. 

Jared is proud to again share the stage with friends 

and wants to thank Abby, his wife, and his daughters 

Stella & Pearl for their love and support. 

 

Aliya Fronko (Ensemble/Rosaline) is 

another newcomer making her Play-

house debut! Aliya is no stranger to 
the stage, appearing in The Wedding 

Singer (Linda), The Little Mermaid 

(Flotsam) and Get Smart (Agent 99), 

as well as favorite roles Romeo in 

Newsies and Aurora in The Sleeping 
Beauty. A sophomore at the Universi-

ty of Central Oklahoma studying dance performance, 

Aliya also works as a choreographer and dance teach-

er for NOC Roustabouts and local schools and studi-

os. Welcome to the Playhouse, Aliya!  

 

 

 

 



 Rosie Mandala (Ensemble) is making 

her Playhouse debut! A sophomore at 

Cowley College, Rosie hails from  
Mulvane, Kansas and is majoring in 

Theatre.  At Cowley Rosie has  

appeared in Cyrano and Shaina Taub’s 

Twelfth Night (Cowley College), The 
Good Doctor (Act One Productions), The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 

Bee (Cowley Summer Theatre), and Freaky Friday 

(Cowley Summer Theatre), as well as a favorite role, 
Shelby in John Proctor Is the Villain also directed by 

Emily Rose Parman. Rosie has 5 pets at home,  

including her “favorite baby Nanna” and says “I'd like 

to thank my parents for always being so supportive 

and my boyfriend Devin.” 

Kupcake Wilmovsky (Ensemble) is 

another Playhouse newcomer! Previous 

appearances include The Tempest at 

Evergreen Playhouse where he played 
Stephano in 2013, and we’re so glad 

wife Forest Noelle-Bailey lured him to 

our stage! Kupcake works as a Lube 

Technician and describes himself as a 

“Swiss Army nerd” with an array of special interests 

including science fiction and history, and says “I enjoy 

getting to take care of my home and four pets with my 
wonderful wife. I want to thank my wife for helping me 

find my church in this wonderful world of make be-

lieve.” 

Shelby Baker (Ensemble) has been 

appearing on the Playhouse stage 

since middle school, most recently in 

The Tempest. She previously appeared 

in Mr. Burns: A Post-Electric Play,  

Rumors, The Curious Incident of the 

Dog in the Night-Time, Duck Hunter 

Shoots Angel, and The Crucible as well 

as Van Helsing and She Kills Monsters with Wildcat 

Theatre Company. Shelby is a sophomore at Northern 

Oklahoma College studying Elementary Education. 

After graduation this spring she plans to transfer to 

Oklahoma State University.  She currently works as a 

student aid and office worker at NOC.  “Always thank 

you to my mama for everything, as well as to my dad 

and my besties!” 



 
 

 
The Playhouse honors the individuals and  
contributors listed below for their generous  

contributions of at least $100 over and above 

the cost of a 2025-2026 season ticket price. 
 

Producer ($1100 or more): 

Michelle Bailey   Andrea Mooney 

Director ($700 or more): 

Brian & Ruslyn Hermanson     Karen Mason 

Stage Manager ($400 or more): 
 

Royce and Kathy Caldron  José & Marlys Cervantes 

Star ($300 or more): 

Rick & Ginny Manderfield 

Chorus ($200 or more): 

  Martha Brandenburg  Rhonda Cobb  Stephen & Jennifer Hoak  

Rod & Delaine Kutz   Ardeth Mason  Gary & Lucy Nelson 

Homer & Barbara Nicholson Tara Tyler  Cynthia Winterrowd 
 

 

Playhouse Pioneers 

 

*deceased 

Premium members  

Don* & Sandy Bishop  Tom & Linda Cowley   Elard Haden* 
Richard* and Joan Jones  JoAnn Muchmore*   Leslie Rardin 

Pete Shields*   Jenny Slade* 
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American Trades is delighted to have the opportunity to sponsor and support The Ponca Playhouse!  

The Ponca Playhouse has been a premier leader in the arts and has been bringing the community  

together since 1959, filling an essential role in enriching Ponca Cityõs cultural scene. 

American Trades, a Nationwide Industrial Skilled Trades Firm with locations 

across the nation, was founded in Dallas, Texas by its President/CEO, Josh 

Stevens. Josh attended Woodlands Elementary, East Jr High and Po -Hi.  

American Tradesõ Keith Stevens serves as the Companyõs Regional VP in charge 

of Operations in Oklahoma, Kansas, Arkansas and Colorado.  

Keith attended Woodlands Elementary, East Jr High and Po -Hi.  

As a tribute of our love and appreciation, we  

extend a much -deserved special recognition to the 

mother of Josh Stevens and Keith Stevens, serving 

as a current Board member for the Ponca Playhouse, 

Ponca Cityõs own Karen òStevensó Mason.  

Karen found òher place and her passionó (other than 

her two sons) after she began her journey with the 

Ponca Playhouse in 1982 with her Debut in  

3 Men on a Horse. Now, 42 years later, she remains 

dedicated to òher place and her passion,ó  

The Ponca Playhouse in Ponca City, Oklahoma.  

Forever Our Hometown!  

We would also like to thank the rest of the current Ponca Playhouse Board Members (some of whom are very  

familiar to our family) for contributing part of their most valuable resources for their community, their time and 

talents: Meghann Borum, Ryan Brown, Todd Stuart, Jake Arington, Tamara Campbell, Brian Hermanson, Kelly 

Riddle, Dolley Roland, Michelle Bailey, Sara Buffalohead -Bell and Stacie Snyder . 



Cookies for Romeo & Juliet were proudly  

provided by Amazing Graze.  

Visit them for homemade cookies, cupcakes,  

and charcuterie for any occasion!  

Located at 1904 Jane St. in Ponca City.  


